PRESS RELEASE
National Indigenous History Month 2026
The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Ottawa-Cornwall honors National Indigenous History Month (June) through year-round reconciliation initiatives. Archbishop Marcel Damphousse actively champions these efforts, emphasizing communal healing and respect for First Nations, Inuit, and Métis cultures across the region. 
Key Initiatives and Partnerships
· The Archdiocese works closely with the Kateri Native Ministry, a locally based organization dedicated to the spiritual growth and healing of Indigenous communities for over two decades. 
· The church provides direct support for educational initiatives, the return of sacred Indigenous artifacts, and the ongoing dialogue surrounding Truth and Reconciliation.  https://ottawacornwall.ca/news/message-for-the-national-day-for-truth-and-reconciliation/
· Celebrations are held annually on June 21st, coinciding with the summer solstice, to reflect on and honor the rich heritage of Indigenous peoples.
· Many local parishes across the National Capital Region host special events, such as celebrations of the land and dedications that recognize traditional territories.
If you are looking for specific cultural and artistic programming happening in your immediate vicinity this month, you can explore the National Arts Centre, National Indigenous History Month at  https://nac-cna.ca/en/series/national-indigenous-history-month
Would you like help finding a specific parish event in the Akwesasne area, or are you interested in reviewing the Archdiocese's latest Indigenous Relations updates? 
Let us know how to best assist you. 
Dr. Rose-Alma McDonald, Indigenous Advisor, Archdiocese of Ottawa-Cornwall.    
https://journeyforhealing.ca/


